
WE NEED Co~roRT TOO. 

Churchman are continuall y be challenged today • • to in­

volve thamselvee in desperate needs of humanity , to be active 

agebta of reconcIliation and redemption. And rightly aD. 

But we shoul d not loee our perspective • for we need co~fort 

and assurance too . 

We have plantly of comfort in our n.tlon today . Cool 

houses , 80rt mattr esses , nice r ubbared tired vi hlc18S , atc . 

But deeper than that we need aprltu.l and emotional comfort . 

Where can .e find it? 

Well it can b. found by loo~lng for the ane.ar in the 

Lord ' s S~p8r . In retrospect , long .fter Jesus instituted 

the sacrament , the memory of that Last Supper mOlt have brougt 

• good deal of comfort to the di sciples . With the perspective 

of the years , I am aure that thoBe disciples remembered vivi­

dly not juat the significant avant or the supper , but several 

of the other incidenh that occurred that night, 

For exampla there wes the baain and the _~t towel . This 

.as • symbol of accomplishment . It m.de compRta the kind or 

a.rvica that Jesus had always given, it was the ~ crowning 

gesture of his Jn1n1stry. 

The kind or urvice Jesus had alW1lya given .as reve.led 

in many other '.shions • saving the host from the ambesaass· 

ment 0' 'unning out 0' .ina st the wadding . when he healed 

the crippled man .fter 38 years of ~altlng, and in ather in 
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cidents too. But his style of life - servanthood - was 

bas' revealed in the basin 8,1 L ~~ ' ryrtol "If I have 

washed your fest, you ought to wash one another 1 s fest" . 

So this picture of the lowly basin and towel against the 

background of eternity S8yS to ue: "There is comfort in 

accompl!shmantlt • So of tan we forget it. 

In the middle ages , those who sst vocational objectives 

for themselves and then worked wi thin the fumework of those 

objectives found comfort and secutlty and satisfaction . So 

great was the satisfaction which they found in their ~chlBvamel 

they WBrB willing to be named by their vocation: Farmer, 

miller, Shoemaker , Cnpenter . Could you nad I be called "Mr. 

Chrlst1anl1 and find comfort In the iflllliclltions of this name? 

At the list Supper, thr~ the basin and the towel, the 

euggestion 19 made that anyone m.y receive satisfaction and 

comfort thru the kind of accompliehment that benefits others. 

2. Then on that night there waS the dra~tic ineident of 

the plate and the cup . the bread and the ~ine. This waS 

the symbol of asaoci.tion. It too made complete the kind of 

relationship Jesus had with people. It too was II crowning 

point of his ministry . 

This rel.tionship which Jesus had with other people had 

been revealed in other incidents in his life: He said to 

Zacchaues , UToday aalvlltion he come to this hOUBe . ~ 

revealed on the hillside ~hBrB JeSUS took five loaves end two 
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fishes and in other instances . 

food and drink have always sy:mbol1zed nsociation, compan 

ionship . men need each other to produce food , men need each p 

other to enjoy food. History show8 that SOIT'e of the most signi­

ficant events in life are as soci.ted with meals: The Passover, 

Thanksgiving in Arrerica , the Yule feast in Enghnd . Think of 

your own life •• haven t t some of your most ai~nificant momentE. 

wi th others carne Over a cup of coffee , or tea , or a full meal? 

Jesus said : "This is my body • • • my blood given for 

youu• In a sense he lIIas saying: "The plate and cup will 

bring to mind the meaning and the joys and the sorrOllls of our 

associationll . So the picture of the plate and cup , against 

the background of eternity eays to the Christhn "There is 

comfort in hurnan assochtions l1 Often we forget that . let us 

be reminded of it . 

Jesus revealed by the plate and the cup that • basic 

source of human comfort is associ.tion and relationship to 

others . 

3 . 3. Perhaps ths most significant incident on the 

occasion of the original last supper , and maybe the incident 

least rrentioned , ,6 that of Jesus speaking directly to the 

disciples of his all- embracing concern I of his love . 

He said: III ",111 not leave you comfortless, I will come to 

you" . This , the picture of a qn and a wrod, was the syrrtlol 
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of .CCBpt'~8. There Is comfort In knowing that we are 

accepted - - accepted with .11 of our blemishes, bruises .nd 

blots. 

The im.ga of • men and a word m.da complete the kind of 

Cod 19 • loving rather , accept him on thia bas1a and you, your 

salf, wIll be accaptable In his kingdom. 

Jesus tapeatadly spoke of Godls love. Perhaps it 18 

most vildly 88an the the parable of the forgive!n ,.that . 

It is brought at mind by the poet. 
The lova of Cod Is broader 
Thn the measure of IMn". mind, 
And the hurt of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind . 

It is brought to mind by this brief but mean1ngf'ul 

prayer 1 ttP'IBy the 11 ttlaMss of our knoeledga be overshadowed 

by the greatness of thy lova". 

Yes, we need our challenge. in our day •• but we 

nBed sltisfactions and camPor too . W. need the comfort of 

i,t,ttpnt~tp occompli.hament, of ralotionship, of 

acceptancB. All of these are ravealed In symbolic bV -dramtlc 

ways by the lord's upper. 


